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Ear Anomaly Clinic (EAC)
Comprehensive Care for Children With Ear Shape Differences

OUR APPROACH
The Ear Anomaly specialist program within the Lions Hearing and Ear, 
Nose and Throat (ENT) Clinic is focused exclusively on the evaluation and 
treatment of children with congenital and acquired ear anomalies. Our 
program brings together experts in pediatric otolaryngology, cleft surgery, 
genetics, and audiology to provide coordinated, family-centered care from 
infancy through adolescence.

Whether the concern is cosmetic, functional, or both, our team develops 
personalized treatment plans to support long-term outcomes in both 
appearance and hearing.

WHY EARLY EVALUATION MATTERS
Subtle ear differences are often detected during newborn physical exams, 
and early intervention can make all the difference. Treatments such as infant 
ear molding are most effective when started in the first two to three weeks  
of life, while the cartilage is still soft and moldable.

Primary care providers and pediatricians are essential partners in early 
recognition and referral. A timely evaluation can significantly reduce — or 
completely eliminate — the likelihood of needing surgery later in life.

CONDITIONS WE TREAT
We evaluate and treat a wide range of ear shape anomalies, including:

	• Microtia: Small or underdeveloped outer ear.

	• Atresia: Abnormal or absent ear canal development.

	• Protruding/prominent ears: Ears that extend more than 2 cm from the head.

	• Constricted ear: Folded, tight, or misshapen ear rim.

	• Stahl’s ear: Pointed appearance due to abnormal cartilage fold.

	• Cryptotia: Upper ear appears buried beneath scalp skin.

	• Ear hemangiomas: Benign vascular growths on the ear.

	• Earlobe differences: Clefts, duplicate lobes, creases, or tags.

	• Traumatic deformities: Caused by injury, bites, or lacerations.

OFFICE AND MAILING
Lions Hearing and  
Ear, Nose and Throat  
(ENT) Clinic 
Park Plaza Building 
701 25th Ave. S., Suite 200 
Minneapolis, MN 55454

Phone:  
612-365-8346

Email: 
cleft@umphysicians.umn.edu

Referral Fax:  
612-365-8301
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TREATMENT OPTIONS
Our clinic offers both noninvasive and surgical solutions, depending on the 
child’s age, condition, and goals:

Infant ear molding (0-6 weeks) 
A nonsurgical technique that uses gentle splints to reshape the ear. Best 
results are achieved when started within the first three weeks of life, but 
treatment may still be effective up to six weeks.

Cosmetic otoplasty (ages 5+) 
A surgical procedure that reshapes or repositions the ears to create a  
more typical appearance. Often used for protruding or asymmetrical ears. 

Reconstructive surgery 
For microtia, we offer reconstructive surgery using the child’s own tissue, 
implant-based reconstruction, and custom prosthetics. Timing is based on 
the child’s growth and the family’s preferences.

WHY CHOOSE M HEALTH FAIRVIEW?
	• Our physicians are nationally recognized leaders in ear reconstruction 
and in research and advocacy for people with facial differences.

	• Multidisciplinary expertise in pediatric ear care.

	• University-based innovation with access to leading-edge techniques.

	• Compassionate, family-centered care tailored to each child.

	• Strong collaboration between providers, specialists, and families.

	• Continuity of care from infancy through adolescence.

Families may also contact us directly to schedule a consultation.

We’re here to answer questions, review photos, and help determine  
the Pediatric ENT and Facial Plastic Surgery next best steps for care.
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HOW TO REFER
We accept referrals from 
primary care providers, 
pediatricians, and 
specialists. Early referral is 
encouraged, particularly 
for infants who may be 
candidates for ear molding.

Patient Referral:

	• Submit a brief  
clinical summary.

	• Include relevant  
history (birth, hearing, 
trauma, etc.).

	• Attach clear photos of 
the ears (front, side, and 
back views).


